Historical review of the commissioning of health care disciplines in the USPHS.
The purpose of this investigation was to examine the commissioning history of the professions of physicians, dentists, nurses, nurse practitioners, physician assistants and dental hygienists of the United States Public Health Service (USPHS), and to determine a critical pathway to commissioning new health care professions into the USPHS. The Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner (ADHP), recently developed by the American Dental Hygienists' Association, is an oral health care provider proposed for public health settings that shares the same goal as the USPHS of treating underserved populations in the U.S. With the establishment of the ADHP role, an opportunity for the ADHP to be commissioned into the USPHS may arise. Journal articles, books and Web sites documenting the history and commissioning process of the USPHS were researched. Interviews with key USPHS commissioned officers involved with the commissioning process of the selected health care disciplines were conducted. A qualitative comparative analysis to examine published documents and interpret interviews was performed to reveal patterns of events leading to commissioning. Systematic, time-oriented visual displays of data were constructed to identify critical pathways for commissioning new professions into the USPHS. The need for health care professionals to provide quality health care to the Federal beneficiaries of the USPHS was found to be the driving force behind commissioning the selected health care professions into the USPHS. A critical pathway for commissioning new professions into the USPHS was identified. Understanding the commissioning process of new health care professions into the USPHS would assist with defining the critical pathway for future USPHS commissioning of the ADHP.